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easier and potentially achievable objectives, and headed into the northern 
Cordillera Real mountains. 

They approached the isolated eastern valleys of this mountain chain 
from the town of Cocooyo and over a nine-day period climbed three routes. 
On 1 September they climbed a new route on the north face of Jankhopiti 
(5723m), which involved an easy glacier approach and five pitches of rock 
climbing, straight up the steep face (F6b/20). They called the route, which 
was climbed in a 16-hour round trip from their base camp at 4800m, Via 
Santiago. Two days later from the same camp they climbed what may be a 
new route on Pt. 5540m (DAV Map), Viluyo Jankohuma, via the south-
east ridge, in an eight-hour round trip. After a rest day the pair set up a 
low(ish) high camp at 4900m, from where they climbed the highest peak 
in the area, Ancohuma (6430m), in 16 hours of sustained and at times 
complex climbing. The route was climbed up the north-east ridge onto the 
north ridge and summit. Erik, hardly acclimatised after only a week at alti-
tude, staggered onto the summit in a whiteout before receiving assistance 
from Gregg to get down to the col at 6200m, where he found his legs and 
sufficient air to get back down to camp. Although there is significant scope 
for new routes, the eastern aspect of the northern Cordillera Real has been 
all but abandoned by expeditions over recent years and there have been 
no reported climbs on Ancohuma from this side for a decade; since Erik’s 
last visit to the peak (15 years ago) the characteristics of the climb have 
changed significantly with the appearance of penitentes and loose rock on 
the summit ridges, making it now a more serious undertaking. 

This year has seen significantly more snowfall than usual and some of 
the traditional ice routes (which had disappeared through climate change) 
re-formed. On 13 September, Monasterio and Beisley climbed the longest, 
most sustained route in Bolivia – the west face of Huayna Potosi (6088m), 
in a single push to the summit in eight hours. They climbed a variation 
of the direct route, Via del Zorro. The 900m route involved zigzagging 
around a series of bergschrunds before taking the steepest, direct line to 
the summit. This route is a variation of the West Face Direct Route, first 
climbed by Mesili, Faure, Challeat and Levy in September 1978. Beisley 
and Monasterio had previously climbed the west face via another (ridge) 
route 15 years earlier and were delighted to have one final weather window 
in the season to climb back up memory lane.
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This report is ordered from north to south by province.

Jujuy
On 27 May 2010, Martín Altamirano and Martín Castillo, both Argen-

tineans, made a new route to the summit of Morro Von Rosen (5450m) 
in the Chañi group. They departed from 4700m and finished the route at 
5400m on the ridge leading to the summit. They spent six hours ascending 
the 14 pitches, the most difficult of 6a, and called the route Guanuqueando. 
The last 300m were very steep. They descended on scree.

Salta
On 12 January 2010, Adrián Gandino, Ariel Seghezzi, Gerardo Casaldi 

and Emilio González Turú opened a new route, West route or Luracatao 
route, on the important Nevado de Cachi (also known as Cerro Blanco). 
The next day Guillermo Martin reached the 6380m summit solo from 
a slightly different line. The route was attempted in 1904 by Federico 
Reitchert, known as the father of Argentine mountaineering, nearly reach 
the summit.

The sacred mountain of Cerro Acay (5716m) was first ascended by the 
Incas for religious purposes (by the easy route). On 13 February 2011, 
Argentine Gustavo González and a friend from Salta left from a 5000m 
camp at an ancient mine. They crossed a col and switched to the snowy 
south ridge. At 5500m, González descended 50m and climbed a 200m ice 
and mixed couloir, very exposed and steep (he stated up to 80º). He finally 
climbed a little rock wall to a ridge that took him to the summit where he 
joined his friend. He called the route Como llegar a rozarte el alma. From the 
summit they descended in a storm and got lost. When the sun reappeared, 
they re-ascended 500m to the summit to find easier terrain.

Catamarca
The Cordón de los Arrieros is a very little visited range on the Argen-

tinean-Chilean border, between Ojos del Salado (6864m, the second 
highest American summit and the highest volcano and active volcano on 
Earth) and Cerro Solo. This zone has the highest 6000er density outside 
Asia. On the first days of December 2011, Argentines Glauco Muratti and 
Adrián Petrocelli ascended three of the four summits of the ridge. They 
ascended virgin De los Grillos (5768m) and De las Chullpas (5898m) 
(both are official heights from IGN / ex IGM). They also summited De 
los Arrieros (5860m) where they found documents from 1955 and 1956 
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ascents made by the Asociación Tucumana de Andinismo, Argentina, 
which had been very active exploring in the area.

On the first days of 2011, North American Jonathan Kreiss-Tomkins 
ascended with a partner a high volcano east of mighty El Muerto. They 
made an absolute first ascent of this volcano erroneously called El Muertito 
(the little Dead One) by some sources. It was named Cerro Sin Nombre 
(Unnamed Peak) by a Polish expedition in the 1930s and later as Cerro 
Nevado (the Snowy One) by Argentine climbers. It has an official Argen-
tine height of 5988m and lies on the Argentine-Chilean frontier; it was 
considered the highest virgin peak in the Americas. In the crater, they 
found a bizarre lagoon that had a strange beetroot juice colour, maybe due 
to algae.

John Biggar and party climbed the peak of Cerro Medusa North-east 
(6046m) in one day from the El Arenal base camp on the Argentine side of 
Ojos del Salado at 5500m. Medusa North-east is a summit with over 200m 
of prominence that appears in the list of subsidiary peaks in the 2005 edition 
of Biggar’s guidebook The Andes – A Guide for Climbers. It is about 5km 
north-east of the higher peak of Medusa. Biggar had overlooked it in the 
past despite having visited the area about six times and written the guide-
book. There is no record of a previous ascent of this peak (and apparently 
no mention of it anywhere other than the Biggar guidebook). After a week 
of heavy snowfalls at base camp, the group was unable to climb Ojos del 
Salado as planned. Instead, on 29 January 2010, Biggar climbed Medusa 
North-east, with two clients Thom Rankin and Barry Woods. Their route 
from El Arenal took them around the east side of Cerro Medusa (6120m) 
then along an undulating ridge to the summit of the north-east peak. The 
ascent was little more than rough walking over snow and rubble, but the 
summit area was very small (only a few metres square) and there was no 
cairn or cache. 

In January 2012, Argentines Sandra Odriozola, Christián Chávez, 
Matías Barberis, Pablo Barberis, Federico Barberis and Marcelo Scanu 
explored the Puna high mountain desert. On 15 January, they camped at 
c4200m in a little-explored range that runs parallel to the border with Chile. 
On the 17th, all the team ascended a summit unofficially named Cerro 
Ponta Ladina (c4859m by Google Earth, 26°49'23.92"S 68° 0'21.59"W) by 
its west ridge. They found a trigonometric cairn that was perhaps erected by 
the well known German geologist Walther Penck in 1910. On 19 January, 
the Barberis brothers ascended San Francisco (6016m) on the border with 
Chile and Odriozola, while Chàvez and Scanu climbed a virgin summit 
christened Cerro Camila (c4932m by Google Earth, 27°1'40.16"S 68° 
0'26.94"W) by its north ridge. Near camp, they found Inca ruins and an 
apparent section of the Inca trail.

On the 20th, the group rejoined in Las Grutas and took some water before 
travelling by vehicle to a depression north of Bertrand (4730m). Condi-
tions were harsh here with high winds and hot days but cold afternoons 
and nights. On the 21st, the Barberis brothers made an ascent of Bertrand´s 

north summit (5188m by official map) by a new route on the north face. On 
the 23rd, the remaining three climbers left for Bertrand´s 4.5km diameter, 
400m deep crater aiming to ascend the last virgin summit on the crater rim. 
Scanu had made the first descent in 2008 with José Luis Querlico. They 
took 4l of water each and erected a tent in the deepest part (26°49'32.21"S, 
68° 9'37.18"W, c.4850m). Tiny plants survived beneath the rocks, and even 
a few butterflies. On 24 January, they ascended to a col and hence to the 
virgin summit (c5187m by Google Earth). The summit was a huge pointed 
rock covered by bird excrement.

After this, they attempted Pabellón (5331m by official map), with Scanu 
reaching the summit by the south ridge/face late on 26 January. After this, 
the team retreated in un-typical snowfall and rain. Later, they found that 
Matías Marin, not knowing about their expedition, also ascended some 
virgin peaks in the zone. A point of note in this area is that many people 
believe there is a difference of 40-50m between heights on the official map 
and GPS readings. The above GPS records used the Campo Inchauspe 
datum as used on Argentine maps.

La Rioja 
John Biggar led an important expedition with clients and an Argentine 

guide to the high barren zone of the Cordón de los Pioneros, a line of 
volcanoes north of mighty Bonete Chico (6759m). They found no trace of 
any previous ascent, despite a claimed earlier ascent of one of the summits 
by an Italian party. They erected base camp at 5300m on the western slopes 
of the volcanoes, from which they made all the climbs. On 5 December 
2011, they ascended Peak 6152m (Argentine maps, 6190m by GPS). The 
next day the party split into groups, ascending Peak c6100 (6155 GPS), 
Peak 6144 (6162 GPS) and Peak 6200 (6240 GPS).

San Juan 
Argentine Fernando Daneri and Edgardo Liberman, from Panamá but 

resident in Buenos Aires, ascended a new route on the 6770m Cerro Merc-
edario in November 2010. They called the route A Contramano, 1300m 
AD. The alpine style climb started in Laguna Turqueza, a rare turquoise 
lagoon at 4200m. They erected a camp at 4800m and started ascending the 
Paduszek glacier on the east face. They found 40-50º ice, some scree and 
then snow and ice to El Diente 6300m, with cold and windy conditions. 
They continued to the summit by the normal route.

The team of Argentines Javier Giuliani, Fabrizio Oieni and Juan Manuel 
Leániz were active in January 2011 in the Cordillera de la Ramada. The 
highest peak is Mercedario but the most attractive is Pico Polaco (c6000m). 
They camped at Pirca de Polacos and climbed a nice icefall (100m WI4) 
near the col between Mercedario and Cerro Negro. After this, they made a 
new route on the south-east face of Pico Polaco. The pair crossed five berg-
schrunds and took the obvious couloirs (40º), trying to climb fast because 
of falling rocks. At 5500m, Oieni gave up and Giuliani continued alone 
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up bad ice and snow and a vertical icefall. Finally he reached the summit 
(Acecho Felino, 1100m, 90° max) and descended the south ridge.

On 19 September 2010 (southern winter), Frenchman Henry Bizot and 
Argentine Gabriel Fava ascended a new line on the south-east spur of Pico 
Ansilta 4 (5116m) in the Ansilta range, north of Mercedario. They called 
it 6 Hermanos, 700m, AD+, 55° ice. They were supported by the climber 
Santiago Scavolini.

Mendoza 
The Nevado Excelsior (5773m) is the highest mountain in La Jaula 

range. It is also called Mogote Central. It has had three ascents overall: The 
first in 1964 by its north-east ridge, the second in 1979 by the south-east 
face and the third in 1985 by its south face. In November 2011, Argentines 
Mijel Lofti and Pablo González ascended it by a new route, a line near 
its west ridge, which had less ice than in earlier years (in 2009 González 
had attempted this route). On 2 November, they departed with no ropes, 
nuts or helmets. The pair took the Río Tupungato route and camped at 
Quebrada Fea (2900m), and at 4000m on the slopes of Enanos Blancos. On 
the 5th they climbed 30-45° slopes with some easy rock before switching 
to the ridge to avoid the west glacier. They could see Aconcagua from the 
summit.

Rodrigo Maique and Sebastián Ruiz made a new route on the east face 
of Cerro Plata (5968m) in the Cordón del Plata (it doesn’t exceed 6000m 
as ancient maps stated). They set off on 22 September 2011, walking the 
Quebrada de la Angostura route towards the east face. After acclimatising 
on 25 September, they departed at 3.30am through penitentes and scree. 
The channel splits into two: the right one is the route opened in the ’80s by 

219. South side of Pico Ansilta 4 (5116m) showing the line of 6 Hermanos on 
the south-east spur. (Gabriel Fava)

Alessio and Mon; Maique and Ruiz took the 40° left branch, first with iced 
scree and afterwards with 55° snow and ice linking with the ridge, and took 
the east ridge to the summit. They descended via a shallow couloir. They 
called their route Faltó la Gorda.

During the southern hemisphere spring 2011, Argentines Diego Molina 
and Hernán Ortega made a very interesting route on the very little known 
Cerro Manantiales (c5100m) in the valley of the same name. From 
Tunuyán they went to the Refugio Portinari, erected in the Perón era, 
then to Refugio Scaravelli (3000m) camping in an ancient ruined hotel at 
3900m. They first ascended 500m 55° at the steepest on the south face, 
then 180m of hard ice 70-75º ending in mixed terrain on the south-east 
face. They continued up 100m more of 60º deep snow. The bad conditions 
and cold feet made them retreat at a foresummit. They made four rappels 
with Abalakovs. They think it was a first ascent of the south face, which is 
nearly certain because it is rarely visited. They called their route Direct a la 
cubetera, rating it 700m D 60° WI3-M2.

In September 2011, Argentines Luciano Fiorenza and Pablo Pontor-
iero opened an important new route on the east face of Cerro Vallecitos 
(5475m) in the Cordón del Plata. They called it De paso.... cañazo (1000m 
MD WI4 M3). The first part was 60°, then they found a couloir and small 
icefall zone. At 5000m, in the middle of the face was the crux, which 
involved two pitches of ice and one with snow and mixed terrain. A final 
60° couloir led to the ridge. They reached the summit (central) with an 
impressive view of Aconcagua. They claim this summit as the highest; they 
also reached the south summit after a 20m rappel and a traverse of the 

220. East face of the rock tower Torre La Yaya, Tierra del Fuego. Beltrame and 
Rodríguez descended this side of the tower. (Mariano Rodríguez)
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exposed ridge. This last summit is the one with the cross, and is very often 
climbed by other routes: Vallecitos, by the easier route, is the first summit 
for many climbers. The pair descended the normal route, making a 14-hour 
round trip.

Aconcagua 2010-2011
There were fewer people visiting Aconcagua and the weather was poor, 

with many days with snowfall. Unfortunately, there were six fatalities, as 
in the 2008-2009 season, and 197 rescues, 46 of them complex. Although 
the number of rescues was smaller than in recent years, the cost was higher, 
mainly because of the helicopter use. The climbing fee has been raised; 
more than 2 million dollars was collected. On the other hand, cleaning 
in the park was completed and two more huts have been constructed – 
one at 3800m in the Quebrada de las Vacas, and another at 6000m. The 
late Italian climber Senin’s family donated the latter after she died on the 
mountain in the 2009 tragedy. Another positive development is that more 
climbers and trekkers are accessing the mountain by the Quebrada de las 
Vacas, now it’s 37% against the historic 20%. Plaza de Mulas and the 
normal route are less crowded.

Because of the Spanish crisis especially, there were 600 fewer people 
trekking and 300 fewer climbers compared to the previous year. From a 
total of 6298 visitors (85% non-Argentineans), 3498 tried the summit and 
2800 went trekking. 33,000 persons went to Laguna Horcones in the park’s 
entrance, and 80,000 went to the park below 3000m.

On 3 February, the Peruvian guide Holmes Pantoja Bayona broke Acon-
cagua’s climbing record from Laguna Horcones (2850m) to the summit 
and back in 20 hours and 35 minutes (4112m in 13 hours). The previous 

221. Tronador (c3500m) showing the lines of Finito Sur (red line) and Jener-
ación Descartable (blue line). (Luciano Fiorenza)

record was that of well-known Willie Benegas in little more than 23 hours.

Rio Negro
Argentines Tomy Aguiló and Luciano Fiorenza ascended the c3500m 

mountain Tronador near Bariloche in the Argentine-Chilean South Andes, 
by a new route they named Finito Sur (550m, 80º mixed terrain, 5sup rock) 
in October 2010. They reached the highest peak, the Pico Internacional or 
Anón. On 2009 Fiorenza with Jorge Ackerman and José Bonacalza made 
a variant to reach the Clausen (Normal) Route, they named it Jeneración 
Descartable (300m, 85º).

Tierra del Fuego
The Argentine section of Tierra del Fuego has also very interesting 

mountains. One of these is a rock tower Torre La Yaya, located in the 
Valle (valley) Carabajal, some kilometres from Ushuaia, the world´s 
southernmost city. It can be accessed in a four-hour hike crossing the Río 
Olivia and the Lago Arco Iris. Despite being so near to a major city, it was 
unclimbed until 6 November 2009, when Sebastián Beltrame and Mariano 
Rodríguez climbed a 150m line on its north face rated 5+/6a, four rope 
lengths on mostly good rock. They descended a snow and ice couloir on its 
east face in three rappels.

222. Top pitch of the Beltrame/Rodríguez route on the north face of Torre La 
Yaya, Tierra del Fuego. (Mariano Rodríguez)


